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Mr. Churchill’s Secretary  [2012] 

 

London, 1940. Winston Churchill has 

just been sworn in, war rages across 

the Channel, and the threat of a Blitz 

looms larger by the day. But none of 

this deters Maggie Hope. She 

graduated at the top of her college 

class and possesses all the skills of 

the finest minds in British intelligence, but her gender 

qualifies her only to be the newest typist at No. 10 

Downing Street. Her indefatigable spirit and remarkable 

gifts for codebreaking, though, rival those of even the 

highest men in government, and Maggie finds that 

working for the prime minister affords her a level of 

clearance she could never have imagined – and 

opportunities she will not let pass. In troubled, deadly 

times, with air-raid sirens sending multitudes 

underground, access to the War Rooms also exposes 

Maggie to the machinations of a menacing faction 

determined to do whatever it takes to change the course 

of history. 

 

Ensnared in a web of spies, murder, and intrigue, Maggie 

must work quickly to balance her duty to King and 

Country with her chances for survival. And when she 

unravels a mystery that points toward her own family's 

hidden secrets, she'll discover that her quick wits are all 

that stand between an assassin's murderous plan and 

Churchill himself. 

 

In this daring debut, Susan Elia MacNeal blends 

meticulous research on the era, psychological insight into 

Winston Churchill, and the creation of a riveting main 

character, Maggie Hope, into a spectacularly crafted 

novel. 

 

Winner of the Barry Award for Best Paperback Original 

Mystery, and nominee for the Dilys Award. 

 

Princess Elizabeth’s Spy  [2012] 

 

As World War II sweeps the continent 

and England steels itself against 

German attack, Maggie Hope, former 

secretary to Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill, completes her training to 

become a spy for MI-5. Spirited, 

strong-willed, and possessing one of the sharpest minds in 

government for mathematics and code-breaking, she fully 

expects to be sent abroad to gather intelligence for the 

British front. Instead, to her great disappointment, she is 

dispatched to go undercover at Windsor Castle, where 

she will tutor the young Princess Elizabeth in math. Yet 

castle life quickly proves more dangerous – and deadly – 

than Maggie ever expected. The upstairs-downstairs 

world at Windsor is thrown into disarray by a shocking 

murder, which draws Maggie into a vast conspiracy that 

places the entire royal family in peril. And as she races to 

save England from a most disturbing fate, Maggie realizes 

that a quick wit is her best defense, and that the smallest 

clues can unravel the biggest secrets, even within her own 

family. 

 

 



His Majesty’s Hope  [2013] 

 

World War II has finally come home 

to Britain, but it takes more than 

nightly air raids to rattle intrepid spy 

and expert code breaker Maggie 

Hope. After serving as a secret agent 

to protect Princess Elizabeth at 

Windsor Castle, Maggie is now an elite member of the 

Special Operations Executive – a black ops organization 

designed to aid the British effort abroad – and her first 

assignment sends her straight into Nazi-controlled Berlin, 

the very heart of the German war machine. Relying on her 

quick wit and keen instincts, Maggie infiltrates the highest 

level of Berlin society, gathering information to pass on to 

London headquarters. But the secrets she unveils will 

expose a darker, more dangerous side of the war - and of 

her own past. 

 

The Prime Minister’s Secret Agent  

[2014] 

 

World War II rages on across Europe, 

but Maggie Hope has finally found a 

moment of rest on the pastoral coast 

of western Scotland. Home from an 

undercover mission in Berlin, she 

settles down to teach at her old spy training camp, and to 

heal from scars on both her body and heart. Yet instead of 

enjoying the quieter pace of life, Maggie is quickly drawn 

into another web of danger and intrigue.  

 

When three ballerinas fall strangely ill in Glasgow – 

including one of Maggie's dearest friends – Maggie 

partners with MI-5 to uncover the truth behind their 

unusual symptoms. What she finds points to a series of 

poisonings that may expose shocking government secrets 

and put countless British lives at stake. But it's the fight 

brewing in the Pacific that will forever change the course 

of the war – and indelibly shape Maggie's fate. 

 

Mrs. Roosevelt’s Confidante  

[2015] 

 

December 1941. Soon after the attack 

on Pearl Harbor, Winston Churchill 

arrives in Washington, D.C., along 

with special agent Maggie Hope. 

Posing as his typist, she is 

accompanying the prime minister as 

he meets with President Roosevelt to negotiate the 

United States' entry into World War II. When one of the 

First Lady's aides is mysteriously murdered, Maggie is 

quickly drawn into Mrs. Roosevelt's inner circle – as ER 

herself is implicated in the crime. Maggie knows she must 

keep the investigation quiet, so she employs her 

unparalleled skills at code breaking and espionage to 

figure out who would target Mrs. Roosevelt, and why. 

What Maggie uncovers is a shocking conspiracy that could 

jeopardize American support for the war and leave the 

fate of the world hanging dangerously in the balance. 

 

The Queen’s Accomplice  [2016] 

 

Due out in October 2016…on her writer’s blog, MacNeal 

describes this forthcoming volume as: “The Queens 

Accomplice follows Maggie from Washington D.C. back to 

London. And in it, we’ll meet a new baddie – the Blackout 

Ripper, a serial killer (or “sequential murderer”, since the 

term “serial killer” wasn’t in use back then) who preys on 

[…] smart, ambitious, professional women.” 

 

Compiled for the 
Just Desserts mystery fiction discussion group 

Lincoln City Libraries – Lincoln, NE 
1/2016 - SDC 

 

 


