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The Poacher’s Son  [2010] 
 

Set in the wilds of Maine, this is an 

explosive tale of an estranged son thrust 

into the hunt for a murderous fugitive – his 

own father.  

 

Game warden Mike Bowditch returns home 

one evening to find an alarming voice from the past on his 

answering machine: his father, Jack, a hard-drinking womanizer 

who makes his living poaching illegal game. An even more 

frightening call comes the next morning from the police: They 

are searching for the man who killed a beloved local cop the 

night before – and his father is their prime suspect. Jack has 

escaped from police custody, and only Mike believes that his 

tormented father might not be guilty.  

 

Now, alienated from the woman he loves, shunned by 

colleagues who have no sympathy for the suspected cop killer, 

Mike must come to terms with his haunted past. He knows 

firsthand Jack's brutality, but is the man capable of murder? 

Desperate and alone, Mike strikes up an uneasy alliance with a 

retired warden pilot, and together the two men journey deep 

into the Maine wilderness in search of a runaway fugitive. There 

they meet a beautiful woman who claims to be Jack's mistress 

but who seems to be guarding a more dangerous secret. The 

only way for Mike to save his father now is to find the real killer 

– which could mean putting everyone he loves in the line of fire. 

 

Winner of the Barry Award for Best First Novel, and the Strand 

Award for Best First Novel. Nominated for “Best First Novel” for 

both the Edgar and Anthony Awards. 

 

Trespasser  [2011] 
 

Maine game warden Mike Bowditch's 

quest to find a missing woman leads him 

through a forest of lies in search of a killer 

who may have gotten away with murder 

once before. 

 

While on patrol one foggy March evening, Bowditch receives a 

call for help. A woman has reportedly struck a deer on a lonely 

coast road. When the game warden arrives on the scene, he 

finds blood in the road - but both the driver and the deer have 

vanished. And the state trooper assigned to the accident 

appears strangely unconcerned. 

 

The details of the disappearance seem eerily familiar. Seven 

years earlier, a jury convicted lobsterman Erland Jefferts of the 

rape and murder of a wealthy college student and sentenced 

him to life in prison. For all but his most fanatical defenders, 

justice was served. But when the missing woman is found 

brutalized in a manner that suggests Jefferts may have been 

framed, Bowditch receives an ominous warning from state 

prosecutors to stop asking questions. 

 

For Bowditch, whose own life was recently shattered by a 

horrific act of violence, doing nothing is not an option. His 

clandestine investigation reopens old wounds between Maine 

locals and rich summer residents and puts both his own life and 

that of the woman he loves in jeopardy. As he closes in on his 

quarry, he suddenly discovers how dangerous his opponents 

are, and how far they will go to prevent him from bringing a 

killer to justice. 

 

Bad Little Falls  [2012] 
 

Maine game warden Mike Bowditch has 

been sent into exile, transferred by his 

superiors to a remote outpost on the 

Canadian border. When a blizzard descends 

on the coast, Bowditch is called to the rustic 

cabin of a terrified couple. A raving and 

half-frozen man has appeared at their door, claiming his friend 

is lost in the storm. But what starts as a rescue mission in the 

wilderness soon becomes a baffling murder investigation. The 

dead man is a notorious drug dealer, and state police detectives 

suspect it was his own friend who killed him. Bowditch isn't so 

sure, but his vow not to interfere in the case is tested when he 

finds himself powerfully attracted to a beautiful woman with a 

dark past and a troubled young son. The boy seems to know 

something about what really happened in the blizzard, but he is 

keeping his secrets locked in a cryptic notebook, and Mike fears 

for the safety of the strange child. Meanwhile, an anonymous 

tormentor has decided to make the new warden's life a living 



hell. Alone and outgunned, Bowditch turns for assistance to his 

old friend, the legendary bush pilot Charley Stevens. But in this 

snowbound where smugglers wage blood feuds by night - help 

seems very far away indeed. If Bowditch is going to catch a 

killer, he must survive on his own wits and discover strength he 

never knew he possessed. 

 

Massacre Pond  [2013] 
 

On an unseasonably hot October morning, 

Bowditch is called to the scene of a bizarre 

crime: the corpses of five moose have been 

found senselessly butchered on the estate 

of Elizabeth Morse, a wealthy animal rights 

activist who is buying up huge parcels of 

timberland to create a new national park. 

 

What at first seems like mindless slaughter - retribution by 

locals for the job losses Morse's plan is already causing in the 

region – becomes far more sinister when Morse's only daughter 

is killed in a suspicious automobile accident. In order to solve 

the controversial case, Bowditch risks losing everything he holds 

dear: his best friends, his career as a law enforcement officer, 

and the love of his life. 

 

The beauty and magnificence of the Maine woods is the setting 

for a story of suspense and violence when one powerful 

woman's missionary zeal comes face to face with ruthless 

cruelty. 

 

The Bear Trap  [2015] 
 

In this original short story in the Mike Bowditch 

mystery series, legendary Maine woodsman 

and bush pilot Charley Stevens tries to convince 

young Mike Bowditch of the dangers awaiting 

rookie game wardens. 

 

The Bone Orchard  [2014] 
 

In the aftermath of a family tragedy, Mike 

Bowditch has left the Maine Warden 

Service and is working as a fishing guide in 

the North Woods. But when his mentor, 

Sgt. Kathy Frost, is forced to kill a troubled 

war veteran in an apparent case of "suicide 

by cop", he begins having second thoughts about his decision. 

Now Kathy finds herself the target of a government inquiry and 

outrage from the dead soldier's platoon-mates. Soon she finds 

herself in the sights of a sniper, as well. When the sergeant is 

shot outside her farmhouse, Mike joins the hunt to find the 

mysterious man responsible. To do so, the ex-warden must 

plunge into his friend's secret past - even as a beautiful woman 

from Mike's own past returns, throwing into jeopardy his 

tentative romance with wildlife biologist Stacey Stevens. As 

Kathy Frost lies on the brink of death and a dangerous shooter 

stalks the blueberry barrens of central Maine, Bowditch is 

forced to confront the choices he has made and determine, 

once and for all, the kind of man he truly is. 

 

The Precipice  [2015] 
 

When two young female hikers disappear in 

the Hundred Mile Wilderness - the most 

remote stretch along the entire 2,000 mile 

Appalachian Trail - Maine game warden 

Mike Bowditch joins the search to find 

them. The police interview everyone they 

can find who came in contact with the college students and 

learn that the women were lovers who had been keeping their 

relationship secret from their Evangelical parents in Georgia. 

When two corpses are discovered - the bones picked clean by 

coyotes - rumors spread that the women were stalked and 

killed by the increasingly aggressive canines. Faced with a 

statewide panic, Maine's governor places an emergency bounty 

on every dead coyote, and wildlife officials are tasked with 

collecting the carcasses. Despite some misgivings, Bowditch 

does his grisly job. But he finds his complacency challenged by 

his new girlfriend, the brilliant but volatile biologist Stacey 

Stevens, who insists coyotes merely scavenged the bodies after 

the women were murdered. When Stacey herself disappears on 

the outskirts of the Hundred Mile Wilderness, Bowditch realizes 

that locating her means he must also discover the truth behind 

what happened to the two hikers. Were the young women 

really killed by coyotes, or, as Stacey insisted, were they 

murdered by the most dangerous animal in the North Woods? 

 

Widow-Maker  [2016] 
 

When a mysterious woman in distress 

appears outside his home, Mike Bowditch 

has no clue she is about to blow his world 

apart. Amber Langstrom is beautiful, 

damaged, and hiding a secret with a link to 

his past. She claims her son Adam is a 

wrongfully convicted sex offender who has vanished from a 

brutal work camp in the high timber around the Widowmaker 

Ski Resort. She also claims that Adam is the illegitimate son of 

Jack Bowditch, Mike's dead and diabolical father – and the half-

brother Mike never knew he had. 

 



After trying so hard to put his troubled past behind him, Mike is 

reluctant to revisit the wild country of his childhood and again 

confront his father's history of violence. But Amber's 

desperation and his own need to know the truth leads Mike on 

a desperate search for answers – one that takes him through a 

mountainous wilderness where the military guards a top-secret 

interrogation base, sexual predators live together in a 

backwoods colony, and self-styled vigilantes are willing to 

murder anyone they consider their enemies. Can Mike finally 

exorcise the demons of the past - or will the real-life demons of 

the present kill him first? 

 

Knife Creek  [2017] 
 

When Maine game warden Mike Bowditch 

is tasked with shooting invasive feral hogs 

that are tearing up the forest in his district, 

he makes a horrific discovery - a dead baby 

buried in a shallow grave. 

 

Even more disturbing: evidence suggests the infant was the 

child of a young woman who was presumed to have died four 

years earlier after she disappeared from a group rafting trip. 

 

As Bowditch assists the reopened investigation, he begins to 

suspect that some of his neighbors aren't who they seem to be. 

When violence strikes close to home, he realizes that his 

unknown enemies will stop at nothing to keep their terrible 

secrets. 

 

Mike Bowditch has bucked the odds his whole career, but this 

time the intrepid warden may have finally followed his hunches 

one step too far. 

 

The Paul Doiron website: www.pauldoiron.com 
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