
The Works of Chris Bohjalian 
 

A Killing in the Real World [1988] 

 

Lisa Stone joins forces with young 

Manhattan homicide detective 

Richard Heckler after her former 

college roommate is brutally 

murdered with a pornographer/drug dealer and a 

second college friend is stabbed. 

 

Hangman [1991] 

 
Detective J.P. Burrows investigates 
the mysteries of a century-old 
farmhouse when one of its 
inhabitants, Brian Middleton, is 

found hanging by a noose in its attic. 
 

Past the Bleachers [1992] 

 

Narrator Bill Parrish and his wife, 

Harper, have lost their only child, 

Nathaniel, age 10, to acute 

lymphocytic leukemia. Searching for 

a way to deal with his grief, Bill agrees to coach the 

Little League team that Nathaniel would have 

played for had he lived to see another summer. 

Among his young charges is Lucky Diamond, a mute 

child with a mysterious background. Like Nathaniel, 

Lucky is a gifted natural athlete with a sweet smile. 

Gradually, Bill finds himself drawn into Lucky's 

mystery--a father no one has ever seen, school 

records that can't be found, a series of sinister 

accidents that point to Lucky as the possessor of 

strange powers 

 

Water Witches [1995] 

Patience Avery is a dowser–a “water 
witch.” With a pair of divining rods 
and her natural gifts, she can locate 
lost items, missing people–and 

aquifers deep within the earth. This last skill is 
more in demand than ever, as the normally lush, 

green countryside of Patience’s native Vermont is 
in the grip of the worst drought in years: stunted 
cornstalks rasp in the hot July breeze, parched 
vegetable gardens wither and die, and the 
Chittenden River has shrunk to a trickle. Patience 
does what she can to help her neighbors find new 
water sources for exhausted wells, but she knows 
better than most that this crisis is a symptom of 
worse things to come. 

Not that she can convince her brother-in-law, 
Scottie Winston, of this. Scottie’s spent the long, 
dry summer lobbying for permits to expand 
Powder Peak, a local ski area that’s his law firm’s 
principal client. As part of the expansion, the resort 
seeks to draw water for snowmaking from the 
beleaguered Chittenden, despite opposition from 
environmentalists who fear that the already 
weakened river will be damaged beyond repair. 

Pressure from his wife and daughter on one side–
and a slew of powerful politicians, wealthy 
developers, and the partners at his firm on the 
other–pushes Scottie closer and closer to a moral 
crisis that will have a profound effect not just on 
Scottie’s family, but on the future of the entire 
state. 

 

Midwives [1997] 

 

On an icy winter night in an isolated 

house in rural Vermont, a seasoned 

midwife named Sibyl Danforth takes 

desperate measures to save a baby’s life. She 

performs an emergency cesarean section on a 

mother she believes has died of a stroke. But what 

if Sibyl’s patient wasn’t dead—and Sybil 

inadvertently killed her? As Sibyl faces the 

antagonism of the law, the hostility of traditional 

doctors, and the accusations of her own 

conscience, Midwives engages, moves, and 

transfixes us as only the very best novels ever do. 
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The Laws of Similars [1999] 

 

When one of homeopath Carissa 

Lake’s patients falls into an allergy-

induced coma, possibly due to her 

prescribed remedy, Leland Fowler’s 

office starts investigating the case. But Leland is 

also one of Carissa’s patients, and he is beginning 

to realize that he has fallen in love with her. As love 

and legal obligations collide, Leland comes face-to-

face with an ethical dilemma of enormous 

proportions. Graceful, intelligent, and suspenseful, 

The Law of Similars is a powerful examination of 

the links between hubris and hope, deception and 

love. 

 

Trans-Sister Radio [2000] 

 

When schoolteacher Allison Banks 

develops a crush on university 

professor Dana Stevens, she knows 

that he will give her what she needs 

most: gentleness, kindness, passion. Her daughter, 

Carly, enthusiastically witnesses the change in her 

mother. But a few months into their relationship, 

Dana tells Allison his secret: he has always been 

certain that he is a woman born into the wrong 

skin, and soon he will have a sex-change operation. 

Allison, overwhelmed by the depth of her love, 

finds herself unable to leave him—but by deciding 

to stay she must face questions most people never 

even consider. Not only will her own life and Carly’s 

be irrevocably changed, she will have to contend 

with the outrage of her small Vermont community 

and come to terms with her lover’s new sense of 

self—and hope against hope that her love will 

transcend their ingrained notions of what it means 

to be a man and a woman. 

 

The Buffalo Soldier [2002] 

 

Young Alfred is a ten year old African-

American boy from Burlington whose 

life to date has been a trial. Shuttled 

from foster family to group home, 

the boy is on the verge of being lost to the kind of 

despair that can envelop unwanted children. He 

cautiously enters the Sheldon family circle, barely 

willing to hope that he can find a permanent place 

for himself among these kind people, who are still 

distracted by grief following the disappearance of 

their twin daughters, drowned two years before in 

a flash flood. Across the street from the Sheldons 

live an older couple, who take Alfred under their 

wings as surrogate grandparents, and it is they who 

introduce him to the history of the buffalo soldiers, 

African-American cavalry troopers whose 

reputation for bravery and honour inspires the 

child. Just as life seems to be settling into some 

sort of normal patterns, Terry who has never been 

unfaithful to Laura finds himself deeply attracted to 

the solace offered by another woman's arms. Their 

encounter, brief as it is, finds the woman pregnant 

with his baby, a child Terry suddenly realizes he 

urgently wants. 

 

Idyll Banter [2003] 

 

Chris Bohjalian, bestselling author of 

Midwives and The Buffalo Soldier, 

offers an exploration of life in a very 

small town: a collection of his 

magazine essays and newspaper columns about 

the lessons he has learned as an urban refugee in 

rural Vermont, in the sort of gloriously quirky little 

village that we thought was long vanished. In 

March 1986, while living in Brooklyn, Chris 

Bohjalian and his wife were cab-napped on a 

Saturday night and taken on a forty-five-minute joy 

ride in which the driver ignored all traffic lights and 

stop signs. Around midnight he deposited the 

young couple on a near-deserted street, where 

police officers were about to storm a crack house. 

Bohjalian and his wife were told to hit the ground 

for their own protection. While lying on the 

pavement, Bohjalian's wife suggested that perhaps 

it was time to move to New England. Months later 

they traded in their co-op in Brooklyn for a century-

old Victorian house in Lincoln, Vermont (population 

975), and Bohjalian began chronicling life in that 



town in a wide variety of magazine essays and in 

his newspaper column, "Idyll Banter." These pieces, 

written weekly for twelve years and collected here 

for the first time, serve as a diary of both this 

writer's life and how America has been 

transformed in the last decade. Rich with 

idiosyncratic universals that come with being a 

parent, a child, and a spouse, Chris Bohjalian's 

personal observations are a reflection of our own 

common experience.  – Non-Fiction collection. 

 

Before You Know Kindness [2004] 

 

For ten summers, the Seton family-all 

three generations-met at their 

country home in New England to 

spend a week together playing 

tennis, badminton, and golf, and savoring gin and 

tonics on the wraparound porch to celebrate the 

end of the season. In the eleventh summer, 

everything changed. A hunting rifle with a single 

cartridge left in the chamber wound up in exactly 

the wrong hands at exactly the wrong time, and led 

to a nightmarish accident that put to the test the 

values that unite the family-and the convictions 

that just may pull it apart. 

 

Before You Know Kindness is a family saga that is 

timely in its examination of some of the most 

important issues of our era, and timeless in its 

exploration of the strange and unexpected places 

where we find love. 

 

The Double Bind [2007] 

 

When college sophomore Laurel 

Estabrook is attacked while riding her 

bicycle through Vermont's back 

roads, her life is forever changed. 

Formerly outgoing, Laurel withdraws into her 

photography and begins to work at a homeless 

shelter. There she meets Bobbie Crocker, a man 

with a history of mental illness and a box of 

photographs that he won't let anyone see. When 

Bobbie dies suddenly, Laurel discovers that he was 

telling the truth: before he was homeless, Bobbie 

Crocker was a successful photographer who had 

indeed worked with such legends as Chuck Berry, 

Robert Frost, and Eartha Kitt. 

 

As Laurel's fascination with Bobbie's former life 

begins to merge into obsession, she becomes 

convinced that some of his photographs reveal a 

deeply hidden, dark family secret. Her search for 

the truth will lead her further from her old life—

and into a cat-and-mouse game with pursuers who 

claim they want to save her. [A One Book – One 

Lincoln finalist!] 

 

Skeletons at the Feast [2008] 

 

In January 1945, in the waning 

months of World War II, a small 

group of people begin the longest 

journey of their lives: an attempt to 

cross the remnants of the Third Reich, from 

Warsaw to the Rhine if necessary, to reach the 

British and American lines. 

 

Among the group is eighteen-year-old Anna 

Emmerich, the daughter of Prussian aristocrats. 

There is her lover, Callum Finella, a twenty-year-old 

Scottish prisoner of war who was brought from the 

stalag to her family's farm as forced labor. And 

there is a twenty-six-year-old Wehrmacht corporal, 

who the pair know as Manfred - who is, in reality, 

Uri Singer, a Jew from Germany who managed to 

escape a train bound for Auschwitz. 

 

As they work their way west, they encounter a 

countryside ravaged by war. Their flight will test 

both Anna's and Callum's love, as well as their 

friendship with Manfred - assuming any of them 

even survive. 

 



Secrets of Eden [2009] 

 

"There," says Alice Hayward to 

Reverend Stephen Drew, just after 

her baptism, and just before going 

home to the husband who will kill her 

that evening and then shoot himself. Drew, 

tortured by the cryptic finality of that short 

utterance, feels his faith in God slipping away and 

is saved from despair only by a meeting with 

Heather Laurent, the author of wildly successful, 

inspirational books about . . . angels.  

 

Heather survived a childhood that culminated in 

her own parents' murder-suicide, so she identifies 

deeply with Alice's daughter, Katie, offering herself 

as a mentor to the girl and a shoulder for Stephen - 

who flees the pulpit to be with Heather and see if 

there is anything to be salvaged from the spiritual 

wreckage around him. 

 

But then the State's Attorney begins to suspect 

that Alice's husband may not have killed himself. . 

.and finds out that Alice had secrets only her 

minister knew. 

 

The Night Strangers [2011] 

 

In a dusty corner of a basement in a 

rambling Victorian house in northern 

New Hampshire, a door has long 

been sealed shut with 39 six-inch-

long carriage bolts. The home's new owners are 

Chip and Emily Linton and their twin ten-year-old 

daughters. Together they hope to rebuild their lives 

there after Chip, an airline pilot, has to ditch his 70-

seat regional jet in Lake Champlain due to double 

engine failure. The body count? Thirty-nine. What 

follow is a riveting ghost story with all the 

hallmarks readers have come to expect from 

bestselling, award-winning novelist Chris Bohjalian: 

a palpable sense of place, meticulous research, an 

unerring sense of the demons that drive us, and 

characters we care about deeply. The difference 

this time? Some of those characters are dead. 

 

The Sandcastle Girls [2012] 

 

When Elizabeth Endicott arrives in 

Aleppo, Syria she has a diploma from 

Mount Holyoke, a crash course in 

nursing, and only the most basic 

grasp of the Armenian language. The year is 1915 

and she has volunteered on behalf of the Boston-

based Friends of Armenia to help deliver food and 

medical aid to refugees of the Armenian genocide. 

There Elizabeth becomes friendly with Armen, a 

young Armenian engineer who has already lost his 

wife and infant daughter. When Armen leaves 

Aleppo and travels south into Egypt to join the 

British army, he begins to write Elizabeth letters, 

and comes to realize that he has fallen in love with 

the wealthy, young American woman who is so 

different from the wife he lost. 

 

Fast forward to the present day, where we meet 

Laura Petrosian, a novelist living in suburban New 

York. Although her grandparents' ornate Pelham 

home was affectionately nicknamed "The Ottoman 

Annex," Laura has never really given her Armenian 

heritage much thought. But when an old friend 

calls, claiming to have seen a newspaper photo of 

Laura's grandmother promoting an exhibit at a 

Boston museum, Laura embarks on a journey back 

through her family's history that reveals love, loss - 

and a wrenching secret that has been buried for 

generations. [A One Book – One Lincoln finalist!] 

 

The Light in the Ruins [2013] 

 

1943: Tucked away in the idyllic hills 

south of Florence, the Rosatis, an 

Italian family of noble lineage, 

believe that the walls of their ancient 

villa will keep them safe from the war raging across 

Europe. Eighteen-year-old Cristina spends her days 

swimming in the pool, playing with her young niece 

and nephew, and wandering aimlessly amid the 

estate’s gardens and olive groves. But when two 

soldiers, a German and an Italian, arrive at the villa 



asking to see an ancient Etruscan burial site, the 

Rosatis’ bucolic tranquility is shattered. A young 

German lieutenant begins to court Cristina, the 

Nazis descend upon the estate demanding 

hospitality, and what was once their sanctuary 

becomes their prison. 

 

1955: Serafina Bettini, an investigator with the 

Florence police department, has her own demons. 

A beautiful woman, Serafina carefully hides her 

scars along with her haunting memories of the war. 

But when she is assigned to a gruesome new 

case—a serial killer targeting the Rosatis, 

murdering the remnants of the family one-by-one 

in cold blood—Serafina finds herself digging into a 

past that involves both the victims and her own 

tragic history. 

 

Set against an exquisitely rendered Italian 

countryside, The Light in the Ruins unveils a 

breathtaking story of moral paradox, human frailty, 

and the mysterious ways of the heart. 

 

Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands [2014] 

 

Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands is the 

story of Emily Shepard, a homeless 

teen living in an igloo made of ice and 

trash bags filled with frozen leaves. 

Half a year earlier, a nuclear plant in Vermont's 

Northeast Kingdom had experienced a cataclysmic 

meltdown, and both of Emily's parents were killed. 

Devastatingly, her father was in charge of the 

plant, and the meltdown may have been his fault. 

Was he drunk when it happened? Thousands of 

people are forced to flee their homes in the 

Kingdom; rivers and forests are destroyed; and 

Emily feels certain that as the daughter of the most 

hated man in America, she is in danger. So instead 

of following the social workers and her classmates 

after the meltdown, Emily takes off on her own for 

Burlington, where she survives by stealing, sleeping 

on the floor of a drug dealer's apartment, and 

inventing a new identity for herself -- an identity 

inspired by her favorite poet, Emily Dickinson. 

When Emily befriends a young homeless boy 

named Cameron, she protects him with a ferocity 

she didn't know she had. But she still can't outrun 

her past, can't escape her grief, can't hide 

forever—and so she comes up with the only plan 

that she can. 

 

The Guest Room [2016] 

 

When Kristin Chapman agrees to let 

her husband, Richard, host his 

brother's bachelor party, she expects 

a certain amount of debauchery. She 

takes their young daughter to Manhattan for the 

evening, leaving her Westchester home to the men 

and their hired entertainment. What she does not 

expect is that the entertainment—two scared 

young women brought there by force—will kill 

their captors and drive off into the night.  

  

With their house now a crime scene, Kristin's and 

Richard’s life spirals into nightmare. Kristin is 

unable to forgive her husband for his lapses in 

judgement, or for the moment he shared with a 

dark-haired girl in the guest room. But for the dark-

haired girl, Alexandra, the danger is just beginning. 

 

The Premonition [2016] 

 

Lianna Ahlberg is seventeen when a 

thunderstorm snaps a power line to 

the earth, electrifying the ground, the 

rain spreading the current like 

wildfire across the wet grass. Two horses are killed 

in the nearby field, unnerving the neighbors, 

upsetting the peculiar boy who has just moved in, 

and filling Lianna with a deep and abiding sense of 

dread. This is not the first unusual thing to happen 

that summer—a summer when Lianna’s mother 

begins to sleepwalk in the smallest hours of 

morning—and it will not be the last. Prequel 

Novella to the Ahlberg series. 

 



The Sleepwalker [2017] 

 

When Annalee Ahlberg goes missing 

her children fear the worst. Annalee 

is a sleepwalker whose affliction 

manifests in ways both bizarre and 

devastating. Once, she merely destroyed the 

hydrangeas in front of her Vermont home. More 

terrifying was the night her older daughter, Lianna, 

pulled her back from the precipice of the Gale River 

bridge. The morning of Annalee's disappearance, a 

search party combs the nearby woods. Annalee's 

husband, Warren, flies home from a business trip. 

Lianna is questioned by a young, hazel-eyed 

detective. And her little sister, Paige, takes to 

swimming the Gale to look for clues. When the 

police discover a small swatch of fabric, a 

nightshirt, ripped and hanging from a tree branch, 

it seems certain Annalee is dead, but Gavin Rikert, 

the hazel-eyed detective, continues to call, 

continues to stop by the Ahlbergs' Victorian home. 

As Lianna peels back the layers of mystery 

surrounding Annalee's disappearance, she finds 

herself drawn to Gavin, but she must ask herself: 

Why does the detective know so much about her 

mother? Why did Annalee only leave her bed when 

her father was away? And if she really died while 

sleepwalking, where is the body? First in the 

Ahlberg series. 

 

The Flight Attendant [2018] 

 

Cassandra Bowden is no stranger to 

hungover mornings. She's a binge 

drinker, her job with the airline 

making it easy to find adventure, and 

the occasional blackouts seem to be inevitable. She 

lives with them, and the accompanying self-

loathing. When she awakes in a Dubai hotel room, 

she tries to piece the previous night back together, 

counting the minutes until she has to catch her 

crew shuttle to the airport. She quietly slides out of 

bed, careful not to aggravate her already pounding 

head, and looks at the man she spent the night 

with. She sees his dark hair. His utter stillness. And 

blood, a slick, still wet pool on the crisp white 

sheets. Afraid to call the police—she's a single 

woman alone in a hotel room far from home—

Cassie begins to lie. She lies as she joins the other 

flight attendants and pilots in the van. She lies on 

the way to Paris as she works the first class cabin. 

She lies to the FBI agents in New York who meet 

her at the gate. Soon it's too late to come clean-or 

face the truth about what really happened back in 

Dubai. Could she have killed him? If not, who did?  

 

Set amid the captivating world of those whose lives 

unfold at forty thousand feet, The Flight Attendant 

unveils a spellbinding story of memory, of the giddy 

pleasures of alcohol and the devastating 

consequences of addiction, and of murder far from 

home. 

 

Wingspan [2019] 

 

Originally produced as a one-act play 

starring Grace Experience and K.K. 

Glick, Wingspan is the story of a 

young flight attendant with a fear of 

flying, who is about to work her first transatlantic 

trip. When a veteran co-worker tries to help her 

through the turbulent crossing, she discovers that a 

fear of flying is the least of the young woman’s 

secrets.  – Play 

 

The Red Lotus [2020] 

 

Alexis and Austin don’t have a typical 

“meet cute”—their first encounter 

involves Alexis, an emergency room 

doctor, suturing a bullet wound in 

Austin’s arm. Six months later, they’re on a 

romantic getaway in Vietnam: a bike tour on which 

Austin can show Alexis his passion for cycling, and 

can pay his respects to the place where his father 

and uncle fought in the war. But then Austin fails to 

return from a solo ride. Alexis’s boyfriend 

has vanished, the only clue left behind a bright 

yellow energy gel dropped on the road.  

 



As Alexis grapples with this bewildering loss, she 

starts to uncover a series of strange lies that force 

her to wonder: Where did Austin go? Why did he 

really bring her to Vietnam? And how much danger 

has he left her in? Set amidst the adrenaline-fueled 

world of the emergency room, The Red Lotus is a 

global thriller about those who dedicate their lives 

to saving people—and those who peddle death to 

the highest bidder. 

 

The Hour of the Witch [2021] 

 

Boston, 1662. Mary Deerfield is 

twenty-four-years-old. Her skin is 

porcelain, her eyes delft blue, and in 

England she might have had many 

suitors. But here in the New World, amid this 

community of saints, Mary is the second wife of 

Thomas Deerfield, a man as cruel as he is powerful. 

When Thomas, prone to drunken rage, drives a 

three-tined fork into the back of Mary's hand, she 

resolves that she must divorce him to save her life.  

 

But in a world where every neighbor is watching 

for signs of the devil, a woman like Mary—a 

woman who harbors secret desires and finds it 

difficult to tolerate the brazen hypocrisy of so 

many men in the colony—soon becomes herself 

the object of suspicion and rumor. When tainted 

objects are discovered buried in Mary's garden, 

when a boy she has treated with herbs and simples 

dies, and when their servant girl runs screaming in 

fright from her home, Mary must fight to not only 

escape her marriage, but also the gallows.  

 

A twisting, tightly plotted novel of historical 

suspense from one of our greatest storytellers, 

Hour of the Witch is a timely and terrifying story of 

socially sanctioned brutality and the original 

American witch hunt. 

 

The Lioness [2022] 

 

Tanzania, 1964. When Katie Barstow, 

A-list actress, and her new husband, 

David Hill, decide to bring their 

Hollywood friends to the Serengeti 

for their honeymoon, they envision giraffes gently 

eating leaves from the tall acacia trees, great 

swarms of wildebeests crossing the Mara River, 

and herds of zebra storming the sandy plains. Their 

glamorous guests—including Katie’s best friend, 

Carmen Tedesco, and Terrance Dutton, the 

celebrated Black actor who stars alongside Katie in 

the highly controversial film “Tender Madness”—

will spend their days taking photos, and their 

evenings drinking chilled gin and tonics back at 

camp, as the local Tanzanian guides warm water 

for their baths. The wealthy Americans expect 

civilized adventure: Fresh ice from the kerosene-

powered ice maker, dinners of cooked gazelle 

meat, and plenty of stories to tell over lunch back 

on Rodeo Drive. What Katie and her glittering 

entourage do not expect is this: A kidnapping gone 

wrong, their guides bleeding out in the dirt, and a 

team of Russian mercenaries herding them into 

Land Rovers, guns to their heads. As the powerful 

sun gives way to night, the gunmen shove them 

into abandoned huts and Katie Barstow, Hollywood 

royalty, prays for a simple thing: To see the sun rise 

one more time. A blistering story of fame, race, 

love, and death set in a world on the cusp of great 

change. 
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