The Temeraire serigs
By Naomi Novik

TEMERAIRE + BOOK 1

HIS MAJESTYS
DRAGON

His Majesty’s Dragon (2006)

Aerial combat brings a thrilling new
dimension to the Napoleonic Wars as
valiant warriors rise to Britain’s defense
by taking to the skies...not aboard
aircraft but atop the mighty backs of

DL  fighting dragons.

When HMS Reliant captures a French frigate and seizes its
precious cargo, an unhatched dragon egg, fate sweeps
Capt. Will Laurence from his seafaring life into an
uncertain future—and an unexpected kinship with a most
extraordinary creature. Thrust into the rarified world of
the Aerial Corps as master of the dragon Temeraire, he
will face a crash course in the daring tactics of airborne
battle. For as France’s own dragon-borne forces rally to
breach British soil in Bonaparte’s boldest gambit,
Laurence and Temeraire must soar into their own baptism
of fire.
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The Throne of Jade (2006)

Now China has discovered that its rare
gift, intended for Napoleon, has fallen
into British hands - and an angry
Chinese delegation vows to reclaim the
remarkable beast. But Laurence refuses
to cooperate. Facing the gallows for his
defiance, Laurence has no choice but to accompany
Temeraire back to the Far East — a long voyage fraught
with peril, intrigue, and the untold terrors of the deep. Yet
once the pair reaches the court of the Chinese emperor,

even more shocking discoveries and darker dangers await.
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BLACK POWDER Black Powder War (2006)

After their fateful adventure in China,
Capt. Will Laurence of His Majesty's
Aerial Corps and his extraordinary
dragon, Temeraire, are waylaid by a
mysterious envoy bearing urgent new
orders from Britain. Three valuable
dragon eggs have been purchased from the Ottoman
Empire, and Laurence and Temeraire must detour to
Istanbul to escort the precious cargo back to England.
Time is of the essence if the eggs are to be borne home
before hatching.
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Yet disaster threatens the mission at every turn —thanks
to the diabolical machinations of the Chinese dragon Lien,
who blames Temeraire for her master's death and vows
to ally herself with Napoleon and take vengeance. Then,
faced with shattering betrayal in an unexpected place,
Laurence, Temeraire, and their squad must launch a
daring offensive. But what chance do they have against
the massed forces of Bonaparte's implacable army?

N mew it i sourieg on the wingyof s drsgsa.”
—The New Yook Timen

Empire of Ivory (2007)
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Tragedy has struck His Majesty's Aerial
Corps, whose magnificent fleet of
fighting dragons and their human
captains valiantly defend England's
shores against the encroaching armies
of Napoleon Bonaparte. An epidemic of
unknown origin and no known cure is
decimating the noble dragons' ranks — forcing the
hopelessly stricken into quarantine. Now only Temeraire
and a pack of newly recruited dragons remain uninfected
- and stand as the only means of an airborne defense
against France's ever bolder sorties.
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Bonaparte's dragons are already harrowing Britain's ships
at sea. Only one recourse remains: Temeraire and his
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captain, Will Laurence, must take wing to Africa, whose
shores may hold the cure to the mysterious and deadly
contagion. On this mission there is no time to waste, and
no telling what lies in store beyond the horizon or for
those left behind to wait, hope, and hold the line.

Victory of Eagles (2008)
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Laurence and Temeraire have betrayed
the British. They have foiled their
attempts to inflict death upon the
French dragons by sharing the cure they
found in Africa with their enemy. But
following their conscience has a price.

and as soon as they land they are taken into custody.
Laurence is condemned to the gallows and Temeraire
faces a life of captivity in the breeding grounds. None of
their friends or allies can come to their aid, for every hand
is needed elsewhere. Britain is completely unprepared for
Bonaparte invasion and the advanced tactics of his own
celestial dragon — Temeraire's mortal enemy — Lien.

Tongues of Serpents (2010)
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Convicted of treason despite their
heroic defense against Napoleon's
invasion of England, Temeraire and
Laurence — stripped of rank and
standing — have been transported to the
prison colony at New South Wales in
distant Australia, where, it is hoped, they cannot further
corrupt the British Aerial Corps with their dangerous
notions of liberty for dragons. Temeraire and Laurence
carry with them three dragon eggs intended to help
establish a covert in the colony and destined to be
handed over to such second-rate, undesirable officers as
have been willing to accept so remote an assignment —
including one former acquaintance, Captain Rankin,
whose cruelty once cost a dragon its life.

TONGUES OF
SERPENTS

Nor is this the greatest difficulty that confronts the exiled
dragon and rider: Instead of leaving behind all the political
entanglements and corruptions of the war, Laurence and
Temeraire have instead sailed into a hornet's nest of fresh
complications. For the colony at New South Wales has
been thrown into turmoil after the overthrow of the

military governor, one William Bligh — better known as
Captain Bligh, late of HMS Bounty. Bligh wastes no time in
attempting to enlist Temeraire and Laurence to restore
him to office, while the upstart masters of the colony are
equally determined that the new arrivals should not upset
a balance of power precariously tipped in their favor.

Eager to escape this political quagmire, Laurence and
Temeraire take on a mission to find a way through the
forbidding Blue Mountains and into the interior of
Australia. But when one of the dragon eggs is stolen from
Temeraire, the surveying expedition becomes a desperate
race to recover it in time — a race that leads to a shocking
discovery and a dangerous new obstacle in the global war
between Britain and Napoleon.
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Crucible of Gold (2012)

For Laurence and Temeraire, put out to
pasture in Australia, it seems their part
, in the war has come to an end just

: when they are needed most. Newly
allied with the powerful African empire
of the Tswana, the French have
occupied Spain and brought revolution and bloodshed to
Brazil, threatening Britain's last desperate hope to defeat
Napoleon.

So the British government dispatches Arthur Hammond
from China to enlist Laurence and Temeraire to negotiate
a peace with the angry Tswana, who have besieged the
Portuguese royal family in Rio — and as bait, Hammond
bears an offer to reinstate Laurence to his former rank
and seniority as a captain in the Aerial Corps. Temeraire is
delighted by this sudden reversal of fortune, but Laurence
is by no means sanguine, knowing from experience that
personal honor and duty to one's country do not always
run on parallel tracks.

Laurence and Temeraire — joined by the egotistical fire-
breather Iskierka and the still-growing Kulingile, who has
already surpassed Temeraire in size - embark for Brazil,
only to meet with a string of unmitigated disasters that
leave the dragons and their human friends forced to make
an unexpected landing in the hostile territory of the Inca
empire, where they face new unanticipated dangers.

Now with the success of the mission balanced on a razor's
edge, and failure looking more likely by the minute, the
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unexpected arrival of an old enemy will tip the scales
toward ruin. Yet even in the midst of disaster, opportunity
may lurk - for one bold enough to grasp it.

Blood of Tyrants (2013)

Shipwrecked and cast ashore in Japan
with no memory of Temeraire or his
own experiences as an English aviator,
Laurence finds himself tangled in deadly
political intrigues that threaten not only
his own life but England's already
precarious position in the Far East. Age-old enmities and
suspicions have turned the entire region into a powder
keg ready to erupt at the slightest spark — a spark that
Laurence and Temeraire may unwittingly provide, leaving
Britain faced with new enemies just when they most
desperately need allies instead.

For to the west, another, wider conflagration looms.
Napoleon has turned on his former ally, the emperor
Alexander of Russia, and is even now leading the largest
army the world has ever seen to add that country to his
list of conquests. It is there, outside the gates of Moscow,
that a reunited Laurence and Temeraire - along with some
unexpected allies and old friends — will face their ultimate
challenge...and learn whether or not there are stronger
ties than memory.

League of Dragons (2016)

The deadly campaign in Russia has cost
both Napoleon and those allied against
him. Napoleon has been denied his
victory...but at a terrible price. Laurence
and the dragon Temeraire pursue the
fleeing French army west but are
demoralized when Napoleon makes it back to Paris
unscathed. Worse, they soon learn that the French have
stolen Temeraire and Iskierka’s egg. Now it is do or die, as
our heroes need not only to save Temeraire’s offspring
but also to stop Napoleon for good.

Golden Age and Other Stories (2017)
(not in libraries’ collection)

Naomi Novik ended her acclaimed,
beloved nine-volume Temeraire series
last year with a stunning finale, League
of Dragons. Fans missing their favorite
series can now rejoice: Novik returns
with an original Temeraire collection as unique as the
world she has created, with each tale inspired by an
accompanying piece of fan art.

The Temeraire novels provide a window into an alternate
nineteenth century populated with Novik’s own richly
human and unforgettably draconic characters as they
adventure alongside well-known historical figures. That
tradition continues here. Readers will delight at
appearances by fan-favorite characters from the series
and historical figures like the famed explorer Matteo
Ricci. In “Planting Season,” Novik shows us an early
glimpse of American dragon John Wampanoag at Boston
Harbor. “Golden Age” finds a dragon who believes he
remembers being called Celeste hatch from a shipwreck-
tossed crate onto an island where he meets others of his
kind. But other famous fictional characters are to be
discovered here as well. Readers will certainly recognize a
certain Miss Bennet (here Captain Bennet) and her suitor,
Mr. Darcy, in “Dragons and Decorum.”

Check out the Here There Be Dragons booklist on the
libraries’ BookGuide readers advisory pages!

Official Naomi Novik Website
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